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Kyle couple uses native plants to blooming glory

Water conservation brings wealth o

BY KATE HARRINGTON
Staff Writer

YLE-lvan and Sheila Talley’s house

in the Hometown Kyle subdivision
ooks it fire glance like many others along
heir street.

The neat brick front gives few clues
ibout the oners, nor does it set the house
wpart frome the other Polie-built homes
slustered around the cul-de-sac.

But walk through the Talley’s honse to
heir backyard, and it's a whole dif-
ferent story;

Instead of the usual spread of St.
Augustine grass and a sprinkler, the
Talleys' lawn boasts jslands of
native tees and plants, 2 minwater
conservation system with a myriad
of birds and butterflies hovering
among the flor

The Talleys are pat of a new
wave of homeowners using conser-
vation in their lawn care as an alter-
native approach to weed killers,
high water bills and plants that with-
er in the Texas sun. They aren’t stopping
with their backyard, though. Ivan Talley
said he hopes to Spread conservation
awareness among <ity officials anc other
residents in Kyle.

“It doesn't make sense to have lots of
grass in this climate,” Talley said, explain-
ing how he began his green gardening

too.

techniques. “I know not everybody would
be irto doing something like this, but even
a little would make a difference. {"ve read
this comdor is one of the top areas for
retirees to move to, and that means a bigger
population and more water use.”

Austn, where the Talleys [ived before
moving to Kyle, offers rebates for home-
owners who use certain measres in lawn
maintenance like rainwater collection,
orgenic fertilizers and native plants, The
city also offers breaks for rinwater collec-
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"The water in that barrel lasted in
between the last big rains we had,

tion barrels, which can run as high as $95.

Kyle doesn’t have the same kind of
program in place, But city counpcilimembers
already have taken a preliminary look at an
ordinance requiring people to use more
natiye grasses in an effort 1o curb water
consumption.

The ordinarce would discourage the

use of the waditional St Augustine grass,
which requires much watering and doesn’t
adapt well to high heat and direct sun.

Talley said using rainwater has nctonly
cut his water bill, but made the plantsin his
yard perk np better than: tap water ever did.
His runwater collector, a barrel that sports
a spigot and hose attachment, sits tucked
alongside the house where the gulter can
dump rain directly into it.

“The water i it barre) Jasted in
between the last big rains we had, some 30
days,” Talley said. “And that's ot just
for the Jawn. That's for all the plants,
too.”

The Talleys also are one of many
famikies beginning to use home-made

some 30 days, and that's not just for compostto ffmhhi;, icir“}i“tm
/ Larger cities ke Austin encourage
The ,,Iawn' That's for all the plams, homeowners to cut back on chemical-
lader fertilizers and leam to recognize
~—Ivan Talley insecs that are Eeneficial  plants.
Warer Conservar'bnisr 'Chcmrca)s from rﬂ‘ﬂjf)dfs anc. fertil-

izers contribute to high pollution rates,
Austin officials say, which can Jead to
Serous consequernces.
“We find nitrite Jevels in our cregks and
springs can be up o seven or eight times
higher in developed areas where peaple are
maintzining lawns,” zaid Kathy Shay, a
water quality eduecstion manager for
Austin,
Shay said big box stores and develop-
ment don't contribute dangerous chemicals
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Ivan and Sheila Talley's hcuse in Homatown Kyle is a sample of the new wave of

homeowners using conservation in thefr lawn care. (pfafo by Kale Haringlon)

to the water system the way homeowner;
do.

Brian Noblie, a scientist with the Texas
Cemmission o Environmental Quality's
(TCEQ) pollution prevention and industry
assistance team, said he has found many
naonwide studies indicating that dmprop-
erly applied lawn pesticides are often relal-
ed to higher cancer rates in children.

“People don't read the instructions and
don’t put down the correct amnount,”” Noble
said. “(The pesticides) are water soluble
and don't get absorbed, but washed off.
There are a lot of releted cancer incidents,
especially in kids, because you spray the
vard and the kids are the ones play:ng in it
One of cur missions is to get people to use
more compost.”



